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Mobile Phones 
Cell phone coverage is random and 
unreliable throughout the park.   
DO NOT depend on your cell phone to 
call for help in emergency situations. 

Park Information 
 Big Bend Ranch State Park 

 HCR 67, Box 33  
 M arfa, TX  79843  
 (432) 358-4444 
 After Hours Emergency 

(432) 229-4913 
 
 Barton Warnock Visitor Center 

 Lajitas, TX  79852   
 (432) 424.3327  

 
 Fort Leaton State Historic Site 

 Pre sid io, TX  79845 
 (432) 229-3613  

 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us 

Water Use 
W ate r re source s are  sc arc e  in this d e se rt e nvironm e nt, ye t vital to all 
form s of life . The  following re gulations for hum an use  of wate r he lp  to 
p rote c t the  wate r sourc e s for all: 
 

 Im m e rsion/wad ing/soaking is p e rm itte d  only at d e signate d  
loc ations. 

 The  use  of soap /d e te rge nts is p rohib ite d  in sp rings, natural 
p ools, or flowing wate rways. 

 Rinsing d ishe s or othe r e quip m e nt d ire c tly into natural wate r 
sourc e s is p rohib ite d . 

 Only b iod e grad ab le  soap s m ay b e  use d , and  the y m ust b e  use d  
at le ast 100 fe e t away from  wate r sourc e s. 

 All c am p site s, unle ss d e signate d  b y the  TPW D, m ust b e  at le ast 
300 fe e t away from  wate r sourc e s (inc lud ing se e p s, p othole s, 
sp rings, and  stre am s). 

 Sad d le  and  p ac k stoc k m ust b e  stake d  at le ast 300 fe e t from  
wate r sourc e s. 

 Sad d le  and  p ac k stoc k are  not p e rm itte d  to e nte r sp rings and  
se e p s. W ate r m ust b e  b rought to the m . 

 A wate r sourc e  m ay not b e  e m p tie d  or d e p le te d  for hum an use . 
 All wate r sourc e s, on BBRSP whe the r natural or m an-m ad e  

should  b e  c onsid e re d  non-p otab le . 
 

Backcountry Campsite Selection Criteria 
 
 Ind e p e nd e nt c am p site s m ay b e  no c lose r than ¼  m ile  to any othe r 

e xisting c am p site  
 300 fe e t from  live  wate r sourc e s, inc lud ing se e p s, p othole s, 

sp rings, and  stre am s 
 300 fe e t away from  all p re historic  or historic  c ultural site s, 

inc lud ing alc ove s, p ic tograp hs & p e troglyp hs, id e ntifiab le  surfac e  
sc atte rs of lithic s or c e ram ic s, p artial or c om p le te  struc ture s or 
ruins 

 At le ast ¾  m ile s from  trailhe ad s or road s 
 W ithin the  zone  for whic h the  p e rm it was issue d  
 Se le c te d  on p re viously d isturb e d  are as, surfac e s without 

m ic rob iotic  soil c rusts, and  in visually non-p rom ine nt loc ations 

Definitions 
 

Trails* –  A trave l way d e fine d  b y a natural surface  p ath or se rie s of rock 
cairns and /or othe r id e ntifiab le  m arkings which can b e  navigate d  on 
foot, stock or M TB b icycle  as d e signate d . All trails are  non-m otorize d  
use  only. 
 
Routes* –  A ge ne ral course  of trave l that can b e  navigate d  on foot, 
stock or M TB b icycle . A route  m ay follow a road  trace , stre am  b e d  or 
the  p ath of le ast re sistance  cross-country. Le ss we ll m arke d  than trails 
–  usually at inte rse ctions. All route s are  non-m otorize d  use  only. 
 
 V isitors should  c he ck with p ark staff p rior to trave ling any trails or route s to 

d e te rm ine  c ond itions or ap p rop riate ne ss of use , e sp e c ially e que strian or m ountain 
b ike  use rs. 

 
Road Trace –  An unm aintaine d  re m nant of a p re vious road  or ve hicular 
trave l way in the  p ark. No ve hicular acce ss is p e rm itte d . 
 
Graded (2WD) –  Grad e d , unp ave d  road  p assab le  b y stand ard  stre e t 
le gal ve hicle s whe n d rive n re sp onsib ly. M ain p ark road  and  se le cte d  
cam p site  and  road  sp urs. Re gularly m aintaine d . 
 
2 WD High Clearance (2 Wheel Drive High Clearance) –  Unp ave d  road  
norm ally p assab le  b y stand ard  stre e t le gal ve hicle s with high ground  
c le arance . Cle arance  ne c e ssitate d  b y typ ical road  or route  cond itions 
(ob stacle s, ste e p  d ip s, e tc.). Not m aintaine d  continuously. 
 
4-Wheel Drive (4WD, also may include HC All Wheel Drive) –  
Prim itive  road s sim ilar to 2W DHC b ut re quiring e xtra traction to 
accom m od ate  ste e p  grad e s, loose  or soft sub strate s. Passage  re quire s 
low-range  ge ars occasionally. Jacks, shove ls and  m ultip le  sp are  tire s 
ad vise d . Irre gularly m aintaine d  at stre am  crossing or washouts. 
 
4-Wheel Drive - Unmaintained (4WD High Clearance) –  Prim itive  
road s harshe r than 4W D. Passage  re quire s ve hicle s with e xtra traction, 
rigid  susp e nsion and  high cle arance . Four-whe e l-d rive  re quire d , E Load  
Range  tire s re com m e nd e d . Jacks, shove ls e xtraction ge ar and  m ultip le  
sp are  tire s ad vise d . Som e  road  b uild ing m ay b e  re quire d . 
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